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The Somerset Automobile Club 

Hillclimb at Heaven’s Gate 

LONGLEAT PARK 
21st July 1906 

 
 “Imagine an Elizabethan mansion perfect as the day it was finished and mellowed by 
centuries. Put it by the side of a lake and in the centre of a typical English park with long 
avenues of great trees and the sweet green grass swelling away and up to the woods that 
crown the hills on every side. And it was from this jewel in its setting to the hilltop up a white 
drive that curved and altered its contour for well over a mile that the competition took place.” 

 
The Autocar’s correspondent clearly appreciated the backcloth of the Somerset Automobile Club’s 
hillclimb in the sweeping parklands of Longleat House on the Somerset - Wiltshire border, landscaped 
150 years earlier by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. Held in conjunction with a meeting of the Motor Union 
in Bath, this would be the Somerset club’s first major hillclimb. 
 
In the early years of the 20th century motoring, and motorsport, was still a novel, but growing, pastime. 
To support the interests of the increasing number of private motorists the Automobile Club of Great 
Britain and Ireland (ACGB&I, later to become the Royal Automobile Club) had formed a ‘Motor Union’, 
which by 1906 had 65 affiliated clubs around the country and 12,500 members. During the year the 
‘Union’ held a number of gatherings, and Bath was the chosen venue for one on 21st July, the 
Pulteney Hotel1 being the centre of activities. The meetings, on Friday evening, and Saturday morning 
in the Guildhall, included representatives from counties as distant as Lancashire, Kent, and Cornwall, 
while local clubs were represented by Arthur Dale (Bristol & Gloucestershire Automobile Club) and 
Alfred Armitage (Somerset AC). Topics discussed included an insurance scheme for members’ cars, 
the problems caused by dust from the unsealed roads of the time, and dissatisfaction with the speed 
limits then in force. Some city sightseeing followed, then lunch at the Pulteney Hotel, and for the 
afternoon a hillclimbing contest had been arranged in the spacious park of Longleat House, just 
seventeen miles distant, the home of the 5th Marquess of Bath, Thomas Thynne. 
 
Since its formation two years earlier the Somerset Automobile Club had organised a couple of 
hillclimbs for club members at Puriton, the most recent at the end of June. The Longleat event was a 
much more significant occasion, and was also open to members of the ACGB&I and of the other 
affiliated clubs. It was, though, restricted to fully equipped touring cars which had to carry their full 
complement of passengers – stripped or outright racing machines were barred. 
 
After lunch on Saturday, at around 2 pm approximately fifty cars left Laura Place, outside the Pulteney 
Hotel, en-route for Longleat. Most of those entered for the hillclimb had been “weighed-in” at the 
Sawclose in Bath during the morning, but a few had been weighed on Newport’s weighbridge in 
Frome’s market place, the activities at both locations being watched by crowds of interested 
onlookers. Although the direct route from Bath was through Beckington and Frome, some chose to 
make a detour and avoid the stretch of Wiltshire road notorious for its police speed trap – Somerset’s 
roads weren’t then afflicted by such problems. Most of the cavalcade passed through Frome, where 
the twisty climb up through the town forced some of the passengers on the lower powered cars to step 
down for a few yards. On reaching Longleat they parked in front of the house, where 118 cars were 
lined up for a group photograph, with the Marquess’s 
yellow Daimler in the centre.  
 

Colliery owner Frank Beauchamp from Midsomer 
Norton (30hp Daimler) 

 
The small town of Frome was “en fête” for the 
occasion and “the four miles to Longleat was a 
procession of cars, carriages, bicycles, and 
pedestrians”. Similarly, many came from Warminster, 
five miles to the east,  and more motorists also 
arrived from much further afield, with the 

 
1 The Pulteney Hotel on Laura Place, Bath, was requisitioned by the Admiralty in 1939, and is now the Connaught 
Mansions apartment building. 
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Somerset Standard’s reporter observing: “There was a grand array of the finest and most expensive 
cars ever seen in this district pulled up on either side of the drive just inside the deer park”. In all there 
were about 200 cars in the park and around 1000 people found themselves viewpoints alongside the 
track, eager to see the spectacle. With the speed limit of the time on public roads being just 20 mph it 
was a rare opportunity to see so many powerful cars being driven to their maximum. 

The course itself was 50 yards short of a mile in length, and it was said that “there are few greater 
tests of the power and speed of a motor car than that provided by the somewhat circuitous and steep 
hill”. The start was near to the House, just after the bridge over the string of lakes, and ran eastwards 
across “Heaven’s Gate” to climb up the side of Park Hill and finish just before the narrow gate at Dod 
Pool. The slope away from the start was quite gradual, the road then passing over a slight hillock 
where the incline was sufficient to sap the momentum of the slower cars. At about half-distance, as 
the drive curved to the left, the gradient increased to one in nine, with a long climb through the trees 
easing as the finish line was approached. 
 

 
 

 
 

Prior to the event the track had been specially prepared and stray stones removed and, given the 
sandy nature of the drive, a sprinkling of morning rain would help keep down the dust. Vehicles were 
to be timed from a standing start to a flying finish, and telephone lines had been laid to connect the 
marshals at the start and finish to the mid-point where, with a view of most of the course, Julian Orde 
of the ACGB&I was controlling activities. Before the contest started some non-competitors were able 
to try the course, and one of the most powerful cars was observed going over the track “with nine on 
board at a tremendous speed”. 
 

Owen Bayldon from Combe Down, Bath  
(22hp Minerva) 

 
Thirty-five entries had been received, although not 
all appeared, and were split into four classes, 
divided by price. More than a third came from the 
west-country. Among the others were some well 
known motoring figures of the time such as racing 
motorists Ernest Hutton, who was also the 
concessionaire for the French Berliet marque in 
England, and Alfred ‘Toby’ Rawlinson, head of the 

The course as described in the Warminster & Westbury Journal of 28 July 1906: –  
 

‘The measured distance extended from the bridge near Longleat House, over “Heaven’s Gate” to Dod Pool, and formed 

one of the best hill climbing tests to be found in the locality, lying as it does along the scarp surface of the greensand, at 

one point of which the gradient is extraordinarily steep (one in nine), owing to the influences of those geological 

disturbances that account for the hilly character of the town of Frome, four miles to the north-west. 

 

At the starting point the gradient is very low. This enabled the engine, under proper control, to accumulate the full 

velocity of stroke before ascending the incline formed by a truncated hill of clay. Beyond the hillock the gradient again 

falls for a short distance, which gives the engine an opportunity of recovering velocity before facing the steep part of the 

hill which comes in at the bend. The most casual observer could not help noticing that those cars which made the hillock 

with a “swing,” so to speak, came to the bend with an engine “full of music,” and were consequently enabled to face the 

stiffest gradient with a “chattering stroke,” which contrasted with the heavy thud that characterised those that had lost 

impetus, and whose drivers endeavoured to regain velocity by improving the mixture a few yards below the milestone.’ 
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English Darracq company.  Also present was Francis Bolton, from Staffordshire, who had recorded 
numerous hillclimb and sprint successes in a series of Daimlers.  
 
The afternoon was fine, with a gentle south-westerly breeze, and the event got underway with the 
smaller cars a little after the scheduled 3 pm start time. The best time in Class A – under £350 – was 
recorded by the two-seater 10hp Alldays of William Allday, a massive 48 seconds quicker than 
Warminster doctor Hubert Willcox’s four-seater Coventry Humber. Bristol & Gloucestershire AC 
Secretary Edward Atchley was next, a further 20 seconds in arrears on a two-seater Vulcan. George 
Aitken, the Longleat Estate Steward, became the only failure of the day, stopping at the bend at the 
start of the steep section, his Coventry Humber being put out of the way on the grass. These lower 
powered cars appeared relatively slow to onlookers, with one reporter commenting “The care and 
determination with which some of the lady passengers bent down to avoid wind resistance in this class 
was rather amusing considering the moderate pace of the cars.” 
 
Class B was also dominated by one car, ‘Toby’ Rawlinson’s 
20/35hp Darracq, 46 seconds clear of the Minerva of Owen 
Bayldon from Bath. Sir Thomas Sutherland’s Darracq was only 
eight seconds further back, and had lost several seconds after 
the engine stopped when changing gear at the hillock, 
although then recovered well to finish strongly up the hill. In 
fourth place was Warminster Motor Company proprietor 
Claude Willcox in his American-made 24/28hp Wayne 
(pictured at the start, right). 
 
The next class was packed with Daimlers and was much more 
closely contested, with the top four covered by only sixteen 
seconds. The winner was Mrs Cristina Lloyd in her 30/40hp 
Daimler, just 21/5 seconds clear of the German Paul 
Brodtmann in another Daimler. Mrs. Lloyd (née Evans) was a regular competitor in speed events and, 
although now living near Croydon, had been born and brought up in Bath. Brodtmann was another 
frequent competitor, and the head of Continental Tyres’ British arm. He was later revealed to have 
also been an agent for German Naval Intelligence! Ernest Hutton was third, another seven seconds 
back in a 40hp Berliet, and the next five places were filled by Daimlers. 
 
The final class, for cars with a chassis price over £850 (today’s equivalent would be £90,000), had 
only one entry, Francis Bolton in his latest Daimler, an 8½ litre 40hp model. Bolton recorded a time 
over nine seconds quicker than anyone else, and was awarded the ACGB&I silver medal for the best 
performance of the day.  
 

Mrs. Cristina Lloyd (30/40hp Daimler) 

 
As was the norm in those days, no actual times were 
published, just a differential from the best in class, but the 
quicker cars were noted to take a little over two minutes, an 
average of nearly 30 mph, although some of those lower 
powered took five to six minutes or more. (See Appendix for 
full entry list and results). 
 
With competitors only having one run each the event 
finished a little after 5 pm, after which tea was taken in the 
park. The day’s activities were concluded back at Bath in the 
evening with a formal dinner hosted by the Motor Union and 
the Somerset AC at the Pulteney Hotel. 

 
While the 1906 event had been a great success, in both a sporting and a social sense, and the 
Marquess of Bath reportedly “expressed himself both delighted at the success of the afternoon and 
immensely surprised at the size of the gathering”, no further hillclimbs were held at Longleat in the 
immediately following years. A joint event of the Somerset AC and the Bristol & Gloucestershire AC 
was planned for July 1911 but was, however, postponed “in consequence of the Marchioness of 
Bath’s indisposition at that time”. When the two clubs did run a combined event the following year, it 
was at Upper Weston, Bath, rather than at Longleat. 
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Hillclimbing eventually returned to Longleat Park half a century later when, in 1963, the Burnham-on-
Sea Motor Club used part of the original course. Events were then continued by the British Racing and 
Sports Car Club until 1965. After a 25 year pause the hillclimb was resurrected once more in 1990 by 
the Woolbridge Motor Club, who ran events until 2008. In the latter part of the 20th century Longleat 
Park was also a venue for stage rallying, hosting spectator stages of the RAC Rally of Great Britain in 
1975, 1980 and 1983. Other rallies which used the park in the 1980s were the Tavern Motor Club’s 
‘Rothman’s National’ and the Weston-super-Mare Motor Club’s ‘Longleat Stages’. 
 
 
Hill Location 

Longleat Park hill: Coordinates:   51.185 N  2.27 W 

 

 

Appendix - Entries and Results 

21st July 1906 Somerset Automobile Club Longleat Park hillclimb. 
Open to members of the Automobile Club of Great Britain & Ireland, the Somerset Automobile Club, 
and nominees of affiliated clubs.  
 

Every car had to be of the tourist type and had to carry its full complement of passengers of an 
average weight of 140 lbs. No cars that had competed in an open racing competition in the years 
1903-1906 were eligible. 
 

Notes:  
Names listed are of the cars’ entrants, drivers may have been different. 
Absolute times for each car were not published, only the difference to the fastest in each class 
 

Class A – For Cars costing between £150 and £350. Cars over £250 to carry Four Passengers. The 
Price of any Chassis in this Class not to exceed £300. (9 entries, 8 starters) 
Pos. No. Entrant/Driver Town Car HP Time diff. Notes 

1  W Allday*  Alldays 10 0 Reg. no. O981 

2 29 Dr. Hubert Willcox Warminster Coventry Humber 8-10 482/5s Reg. no. AM736 

3  EH Atchley* Gloucestershire Vulcan 10 1m 9s  

4  Stuart Carter  Coventry Humber 10-12 1m 302/5s  

5  GF Aldous Plymouth Coventry Humber 10-12 2m 464/5s  

6  HG Davies*  De Dion 8 3m 34s  

7  J Cary  Wolseley 7 ½  4m 34/5s  
DNF 31 GH Aitken Warminster Coventry Humber 10-12 - Reg. no. AM766 
DNS  W Taylor  Coventry Humber 10-12   

* Carried only two persons 
No.25 was delayed through tyre trouble (identity of car unknown). 
No.31 (GH Aitken) gave up at the bend, and had to be put back onto the grass. 
 

Class B – Chassis Price between £300 and £500, including Tyres. (Not all entrants ran) 
Pos. No. Entrant/Driver Town Car HP Time diff. Notes 

1  A Rawlinson  Darracq 20-35 0 Reg. No. H2959 

2  OH Bayldon Bath Minerva 22 464/5s  Reg. No. FB156 

3 23 Sir Thomas 
Sutherland 

 Darracq 25-35 543/5s Lost time when 
engine stopped. 

4 28 LC Willcox Warminster Wayne* 24-28 1m 293/5s Warminster Motor Co. 

Reg. no. AM140 

5  M.  Schneider  Rochet Schneider 18-22 1m 32s  

6  Dr. CD Whittaker  De Dion 12 3m 16s  

7  RH Lucy  Argyll 14-16 3m 283/5s  

8  Capt.. Vaughan Jenkins Monkton Combe Lanchester 10 4m 19s  

  WJ Wright  Darracq 20-35   

  J Hargreaves Templecombe Darracq 20-35   

  Mr. Lee Guinness  Darracq 20-35   

  Percy Dean  Scout** 17-20   

  RN Wolfenden  Humber 16-20   

*Manufactured by the Wayne Automobile Co. of Detroit, Michigan, USA. 
**Manufactured by Scout Motors of Salisbury, Wiltshire. 
No.23 (Sutherland) stopped engine in changing speed at the hillock, which caused a delay of several seconds.  
No.14 was slow all the way (identity of car unknown). 
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Class C – Chassis Price between £500 and £850, including Tyres. (12 entries, 11 starters) 
Pos. No. Entrant/Driver Town Car HP Time diff. Notes 

1  Mrs. H Lloyd* Croydon Daimler 30-40 0 2nd ftd. 

2  P Brodtmann  Daimler 30-40 21/5s  

3  JE Hutton  Berliet 40 72/5s  

4  LP Allen  Daimler 30-40 12  

5 8 EH Atchley Gloucestershire Daimler 30-40 162/5s Weight 33cwt. 14lb. 

6  FB Beauchamp Midsomer Norton Daimler 30 171/5s  

7  FJ Tucker  Daimler 28-36 22s  

8  G Young  Daimler 30-40 27?/5s  

9  H Gardner  Siddeley 32-45 50?/5s  

10  H Emmons  Fiat 24-40 54?/5s  

11  Dr. Benson Bath Lanchester 20 1m 53?/5s  

  FW Baily London Napier 30   

* Mrs. Cristina Mabel Lloyd (née Evans), more generally known at the time as Mrs. Herbert Lloyd. 

 
Class D – Chassis Price above £850, including Tyres. (1 entry) 
Pos. No. Entrant/Driver Town Car HP Notes 

1  FA Bolton Oakamoor, 
Staffs 

Daimler 35 Reg. no. E474 
Fastest time of the day by 93/5s. 
ACGB&I silver medal 

 
The ACGB&I Silver Medal was given for the best performance, irrespective of class, on a handicap by 
the Club’s formula. Silver and bronze medals were also awarded in each class by the Somerset AC, 
on formula. The formula results are currently unknown. 
 
Officials 
Clerks of the course: Sir Wroth Lethbridge, Bt., Colonel HCL Holden and GT Langridge. Secretary of the 
meeting: A Armitage. Marshals: JW Orde, PFC Elwes & JR Benson. Starter: TD Dutton. Timekeepers: 
TD Dutton and C Wheelwright. Judge: Hon. A Stanley, MP. Clerks of the scales: W Vaughan Jenkins 
and HE Hippisley. Handicapper: W Worby Beaumont 

 
Sources 
Autocar, Motor, Automotor Journal, Automobile Topics, Bath Chronicle, Warminster & Westbury 
Journal, Wiltshire Times, Clifton Society, Somerset Guardian, Somerset Standard. 
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